


Elementary through middle school 

students attending after school 

programs at Earthen Vessels 

Outreach in Pittsburgh, PA and Rosa 

Grande Elementary School in Rosa 

Grande, Nicaragua were taught how 

to operate digital camera (framing, 

lighting, etc) then sent home with a 

camera for a week with the prompt 

of taking pictures of their daily lives 

and the people, places, or objects 

that matter to them. 

Afterwards, students selected proofs 

of their favorite shots, gave short oral 

presentations, and curated photos 

that were framed and installed in a 

gallery show in Pittsburgh which 

consisted of 22 of these photos (11 

from Pittsburgh and 11 from Rosa 

Grande). 





Despite barriers of language, culture, and geography, youth in Pittsburgh and Rosa Grande became long distance friends 
by exchanging their photographed images. 

Through conversations about one another’s photography, students thousands of miles apart shared stories about their 
lives, interest, and cultures, asking question like Who Am I? Where Am I From? What is important to me? The photos and 
dialogue demonstrated to students that many similar things mattered to them: family, friends, community, and nature. 

Earthen Vessels Outreach in Pittsburgh Escuela Publica en Rosa Grande



A three day project where students at Rosa Grande Primary School made drawings that became a huge 
47 page accordion art book.  The book was created as a gift to the Rosa Grande public library, which had 
finished construction earlier that year.  Students were prompted to work together and to think about 
their homes and what makes living in the Rosa Grande community special. 







Two murals painted within three weeks by students and Juntos members were 
done at the request of Choco Trim, a cooperatively owned, fair trade chocolate 
factory in Rosa Grande. 4 youth attending secondary school were taught mural 
painting techniques and assisted in painting the murals.  Paint was donated to 
the community for retouching. 

Both murals were entirely designed by the chocolate co-op’s owners, who 
wanted to represent the history of indigenous Nicaraguans and Bosawas, one of 
the country’s Biosphere Reserves.  





In a project where students designed 

their own school’s mural, students 

wrote and drew their favorite parts 

of their community, and imagined 

what they would like to see in the 

future. Several children spoke about 

how much they cared about the river 

that cuts through the community, but 

that it was choked with garbage. 

This prompted discussions of 

conservation. 

The river and things like 

communication towers, cacao trees, 

homes, the rainforest, animals, and 

the central road became focal points 

of the mural. 





After a few sketches on the board 

and final approval from the school 

children, the Juntos team went to 

work putting the student’s ideas 

on the walls of their school.

The rose at the center of the mural 

was originally painted by Rosa 

Grande Primary school’s teachers, 

and we made sure to preserve it.

The final piece was completed in 

about two weeks. 



Pittsburgh Refugee Youth 
Summer Enrichment Academy 
fostered self confidence, 
academic success, creative 
expression, and college/career 
preparedness for public school 
students representing the 
Congolese, Iraqi, Kenyan, Nepali 
Bhutanese, Somali-Bantu, and 
Uzbek resettled communities

PRYSE students participated in a 
month long, full day summer 
camp with activities including 
academic preparedness, sports, 
college tours, and creative 
expression where students 
engaged in creative writing, 
visual art, music, theatre, and 
performance workshops.



As a 2014 PRYSE Academy 

counselor, I taught students 

academic essay composition, 

lessons in 2D stop motion animation, 

watercolor painting, TA’d mono 

printmaking, chaperoned trips and 

assisted in other creative activities 

such as theater. 

counselor  


